WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CALL TO WORSHIP

Covenant Congregational Church
First Sunday in Lent

Service of Worship March 5, 2017 10:30 a.m.

PRELUDE Always Remember Sewell

Alynne MaclLean

From Psalm 32
Happy are those whose sins are forgiven.

Happy are those to whom God attributes no wrong,

those in whose heart there is no deceit.

When we keep silent about our wrongdoings,

our lives disintegrate with worry and guilt;

when we struggle to hide from God,

the heaviness in our hearts consumes our strength.

But when we seek your truth, O God,

and acknowledge our sin, we experience your forgiveness.

Let all people reach out to you in prayer, O God,

and know your protection and strength.

Surrounded by your grace-filled presence

and filled with your undeserved forgiveness,

we sing your praise; we shout for joy.

Stubbornness melts away and tempers are controlled

when we listen for God’s word and follow God's direction for our lives.
When we fail to listen and persist in following other than God's way,
our hearts are hardened and our lives tormented.

But when we put our trust in God,

we are surrounded and filled with God’s steadfast love.

Rejoice and shout for joy all those who are upright in heart.

*HYMN Great Is Thy Faithfulness 78
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD

Heather Willis
New Testament Reading: John 1:35-51

NIV (New Testament page 92)

35The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 3 When he saw
Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”

37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. %8 Turning
around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you wantg”

They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), *where are you stayinge”

3% “Come,"” he replied, “and you will see.”

So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. I
was about four in the afternoon.

40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had
said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his
brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the

Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus.

Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called
Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter).

4 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to

him, “Follow me.”

4 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found
Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the
Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph.”

4 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?2"” Nathanael asked.

“Come and see,” said Philip.

47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an
Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”

48 *How do you know me?2" Nathanael asked.

Jesus answered, ‘I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip
called you.”

4 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of
Israel.”

50 Jesus said, "You believe because | told you | saw you under the fig tree. You will
see greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly | tell you, you will see
‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of
Man.”

Response: The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

*HYMN Behold the Lamb of God 216

(Children K through 3@ grade are dismissed to Junior Church at this time)



MEDITATION The Holy Quest For Purpose: What Do You Wante
Pastor Jason O. Mohn

RESPONSE SONG My Jesus, | Love Thee 370
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory Lament Boesiger
*Doxology 48

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise Him all creatures here below;

Praise Him above ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Call to Communion
Choral Anthem Take and Eat Grier
The Invitation & Prayer of Thanksgiving
Sharing of the Bread & the Cup
+ In the center of each bread tray is a small cup filled with gluten free bread +

*CHORUS OF FAITH You Are My Hiding Place 448
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE Glorious Morning Andrews
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*Please stand in praise to God, if able
CCLI #982653

Thank you for participating in our worship gathering! We are glad that you are here
this morning and pray that this might be a meaningful faith-building experience for you
and/or your family. To more deeply connect with this faith community, we invite you to
stay following our worship gathering and enjoy a time of refreshments and fellowship in
our Fireside Room and Narthex.

Welcome to Covenant Congregational Church
204 Center Street, North Easton 02356 4t (508) 238-6423
www.ecovchurch.org



